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Engineered to 
Last a Lifetime

Durability is the key to 

sustainability. The NAHB has 

cited “Lifetime” as the estimated 

life expectancy of vinyl siding on 

a home.4
Requires Fewer 
Resources to Maintain

Vinyl siding does not require 

painting, staining or caulking.  

This lowers the cost of maintenance 

and avoids releasing harmful 

solvents into the environment.

5Leaves Little
Installation Scrap

Studies show that average 

scrap rates from vinyl siding 

installation are less than 1.9%  

of total construction waste.

2
Boosts R-Value

Insulated vinyl siding helps 

increase the exterior wall’s 

R-value to contribute to a 

home’s energy efficiency.

Generates Little
Manufacturing Waste

The ability to return scrap  

and off-spec materials into  

vinyl siding’s manufacturing 

process results in virtually  

no manufacturing waste.
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Contributes to Green 
Building Certification

Vinyl siding can contribute to 

achieving points in leading green 

building certification programs. 

Insulated vinyl siding may help 

achieve significantly more points.



Releases Fewer
Toxic Chemicals

Compared to other exterior 

cladding, vinyl siding releases 

significantly lower levels of toxic 

chemicals, including mercury 

and silver, into the environment.

12

Contributes Less  
to Global Warming

Combining the amount of 

energy saved with manufacturing 

and transportation, vinyl siding 

contributes significantly less 

to global warming than other 

exterior cladding.7
9Delivers Better 

Environmental Performance

Vinyl siding has excellent  

environmental performance  

compared with other exterior  

cladding based on the use of  

a life-cycle assessment tool  

compliant with ISO 14044.

Provides Excellent 
Economic Performance

Vinyl siding also provides exemplary 

economic performance when evaluating 

costs associated with all life-cycle  

stages, from raw material acquisition 

to waste management. 8
Poses No Health Risk

Unlike silica-based fiber cement, 

vinyl siding does not utilize  

any materials that can cause 

adverse health effects to installers 

– or to anyone.

For the full story on these facts, go to vinylsiding.org/
greenpaper and download a free report.
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Table 2: LEED For Homes January 2008

Materials & Resources Use environmentally preferable products (EPP) and/or materialsMR 2.2 – that have been extracted, processed and manufactured withinEnvironmentally 500 miles of the home (“local”). For siding to qualify as anPreferable Materials EPP the siding must contain 25% post-consumer or 50%(0.5 points EPP, pre-consumer recycled content.0.5 points local)

Energy & Atmosphere Improve the overall energy performance of the home. 1–34EA 1.2 – points are earned by exceeding a base HERS Index (85 forENERGY STAR Southern States, 80 for Northern States). Insulated sidingLabeled Home may contribute to this credit.
(1–34 points)

Table 3: ANSI Approved ICC 700-2008 National Green Building Standard

Building materials or assemblies are utilized that do not require
additional site-applied material for finishing.
90% or more of the installed building material or assembly listed
in the Standard (5 points each)

50% to less then 90% of the installed building material or assemblylisted in the Standard (2 points each)

Use termite-resistant materials for the foundation, all structural
walls, floors, concealed roof spaces not accessible for inspection,
exterior decks and exterior claddings in geographic areas of slight
to moderate, moderate to heavy or very heavy termite infestation
probability. Higher points are awarded in areas of very heavy
termite infestation probability.

Building materials with recycled content are used for two minor
and/or two major components of the building. Points are awardedbased on the percentage of recycled content (25% to more than
75%) and whether used on major or minor component.

601: Quality of
Construction Materials
and Waste

601.7: Site-applied
finishing materials
(2–5 points)

602: Enhanced Durability
and Reduced Maintenance

602.8: Termite-resistant
Materials
(2–6 points)

604: Recycled-Content
Building Materials

604.1: Recycled-Content
(1–6 points)
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Emits Less Dioxin

Despite considerable growth 

in the production of vinyl 

products over the past 20 years, 

the level of dioxin released has 

decreased by nearly 90% over 

the same time period.
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